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To Our Graduating Seniors!
In this issue, we celebrate our graduating seniors
who are headed to college in the fall. You’ll read
about where they are going and their plans for
the future. We also give thanks to you and to God
for enabling us to offer them a future with hope.

Alyssa Rueter
Communications Coordinator
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT AND CEO
Beginning as an orphanage housing large numbers of children in dormitorystyle facilities with a single matron charged with providing care, we have
evolved our Group Home facilities into small, family-like units with only 6
children (per home) and a live-in home parent couple. Supporting the home
parents are relief home parents, supervisors and a program director. Despite
this attempt to provide a family-like environment for children who cannot
live in their own homes, organizations like ours are facing stringent state and
federal efforts to reduce the use of group homes. This effort has been growing
in intensity for years and is now reaching its zenith.

PCHAS President and CEO, Dr. Ed Knight, with Group Home Residents
Nimble to Change, Fidelity to Mission
As with any organization that has been continuously operating for well over
a century, the history of Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS)
is a study in evolution and change. In both the populations we serve and the
manner in which we have provided services, PCHAS has always been flexible
and willing to adapt to changing needs and circumstances.
Twenty years ago, after decades of providing only residential care to children,
we recognized the importance of providing services to children and their
families in their own homes and started our Child and Family Program. As a
result, we actually achieve better long-term results by addressing the needs
of parents and children within the context of their own homes, rather than in
isolation. Best of all, the health of every family member improves.
Building on this success, for the last decade we have been addressing the
needs of two generations at the same time by offering residential care and
structured guidance to single parent families facing homelessness. By
strengthening the whole family in this manner we are able to break cycles of
poverty and learned helplessness; this gives the mothers and children in this
program the opportunity to envision a future brighter than they could ever
imagine.

A recent court ruling by a federal judge requires Child Protective Services to
greatly reduce its use of group homes and the resulting reduction is scheduled
to intensify each year. However, PCHAS’ Board of Trustees and I remain
committed to offering group home care to young people who cannot live in
their own homes, nor are best served by traditional foster care. The day may
come when the only youth we will be able to accept into our group home care
will be those who are placed with us privately by a parent or guardian. But
when that day comes, we are committed to doing just that.
In an effort to adapt to these changing times, the PCHAS Board of Trustees
has made some important decisions. The most significant one is that during
the summer of 2017, we will consolidate our group home services onto one
campus. We will do this by increasing the number of group homes operating
on our Itasca campus from the present 4 homes to 6 homes. At the same time,
we will phase out our 4 group homes operating on our Waxahachie campus.
The existing group homes in Waxahachie will be remodeled into duplex
units so that each building will offer a private residence to two single parent
families. These program adjustments will increase our capacity to serve more
children than we currently serve.
We ask for your continued prayers and support as Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services continues to nimbly respond to changes in the world
while we maintain fidelity to our mission of Providing Christ-centered care and
support to children and families in need.

Dr. Ed Knight, President
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John
What year/grade did you come into
PCHAS’ care?
10th grade; 15 years old

What are your plans after graduation?
I plan to attend Texas State Technical College
in Waco to study Culinary Arts.

Are you currently employed? If so,
where do you work?
I work at Whataburger. Before that I worked at
Taco Bell.
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What are your interests outside of
school?
Cooking. One of my specialties is pastry,
especially cinnamon rolls.

What are you known for?
I’m known for being kind; I make people
smile; I’m slow to anger.

What is one of your favorite memories
from your time with PCHAS?
Our Vacation Bible School trip to Padre Island.

Zack
What year/grade did you come into
care with PCHAS?
5th grade; 10 years old

What are your plans after graduation?
I plan to attend Texas State Technical College
in Waco.

Are you currently employed or were
you employed in the past?
I work at Sonic. I cook and clean. I like the
people I work with.

Are you involved in sports or other
extracurricular activities at school?
Which ones?
I play in the band and in the marching band. I
play guitar, bass drum and snare drum.

What are your interests outside of
school?
Playing guitar (self-taught) and playing with
my band, Black Aura, a heavy metal band

Zion

Have you won any awards or received
other honors at work, school, church or
the community?
I attended honors classes my sophomore
year. I took Honors Chemistry, Honors English,
Honors World History and Honors Algebra.

What are you known for by your friends
and housemates?
I’m known for having musical talent – playing
drums in marching band, playing the electric
guitar.

What is one of your favorite memories
from your time with PCHAS?
Hiking in the mountains and seeing the Royal
Gorge Bridge in Colorado.

What/who will you miss the most when
you leave?
I will miss my former recreation director, Travis,
and Dean and Donna, my Home Parents.

What are some of your favorite things
in the world?
Halloween, Christmas, cats, guitars and metal
music

Have you won any awards or received other honors at
work, school, church or the community?

What year/grade did you
come into PCHAS’ care?
Third grade

What are your
plans after
graduation?
I will attend Navarro
College to take basic
courses to determine if
college is for me.

Technically, no, but I’d like to think I’m a good student; my teachers
tell me so.

What are you known for?
I love everything artistic.

What/who will you miss the most when you leave PCHAS?
Being here for so long (since 3rd grade), I have seen many people
come and go, so most of the people I’d miss are already gone. The
office staff is awesome though!

Are you currently employed or were you employed in the
past? If so, where do you work? What do you do? What do
you like about it?
I’ve been working since my sophomore year as a waitress. I like the
job; I like to socialize with people.

Are you involved in sports or other extracurricular
activities at school? Which ones?
I am in the choir. There’s not much time for a lot of extracurricular
activities while I’m working.
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services From the Heart
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Stormy
What year/grade did
you come into PCHAS’
care?

What are you known for?
I’m a musical kid, a choir nerd. I am headstrong and silly.

9th grade

What is one of your favorite memories from your time
with PCHAS?

What are your plans
after graduation?

I loved going to concerts with Mrs. Sydney, a former Group Home
staff member. I will miss my Home Parents, Brad and Brandy, but I’ll
visit and keep in contact.

I want to go to Navarro
College for my basics and
major in music education.
I would like to teach
music.

Are you currently employed or were you employed in the
past?

What else is interesting about you that you think we
should know?
My favorite movie is The Perks of Being a Wallflower. I love Halloween.
I love Winn Dixie. My favorite animal is a snowy owl and my favorite
food is Chicken Alfredo.

I worked at the Catfish Plantation. It’s haunted! Now I work at
Cowboy Chicken.

Are you involved in sports or other extracurricular
activities at school? Which ones?
Choir, law enforcement and wellness.

What are your interests outside of school?
I love to watch Supernatural, a TV show. I like to listen to music and
find quotes from songs. And sleep is wonderful!

Joseph
What year/grade did you come into
PCHAS’ care?
8th grade

What are your plans after graduation?
I am either going to college or enter the
workforce.

Are you currently employed or were
you employed in the past?
I have worked at Lloyds doing mechanical
work. I liked it because I like working with my
hands.

Are you involved in sports or other
extracurricular activities at school?
Which ones?
I am in Future Farmers of America (FFA).

What are your interests outside of
school?
In my free time, I like to help run Vacation Bible
School.
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What are you known for?
I am known for being funny and for being a
good person to be around.

What is one of your favorite memories
from your time with PCHAS?
Summer fun!

What else is interesting about you that
you think we should know?
I enjoy welding.

Brandy
What year/grade did you
come into PCHAS’ care?
Kindergarten

What are your plans after
graduation?
I plan to attend Texas State
Technical College (general
studies). After that, I plan to
study interior design.

Are you currently employed or were you employed in the
past? I work at Carter’s, a retail store in the outlet mall.
Are you involved in sports or other extracurricular
activities at school?
I’ve played in the band since 6th grade. I play the trumpet.

What are your interests outside of school?
I love interior design, decorating houses, color coordinating (I like
pink and lime green). I also like polka dots.

Have you won any awards or received other honors at
work, school, church or the community?
I received a “one” in the University Interscholastic League (UIL)
competition playing trumpet.

What are you known for?
I’m blunt; I tell it like it is. I’m also known for decorating and
organizing.

What is one of your favorite memories from your time with
PCHAS?
Taking vacations with the Home and making
homemade tamales with Carlos, one of my
Home Parents.

What are some of your favorite
things in the world? What else
is interesting about you that
you think we should know?
I like short-haired Yorkies, cheese
and dancing. March 1 is Justin
Bieber’s birthday.

Destiny

Have you won any awards or received other honors at
work, school, church or the community?

What year/grade did you
come into PCHAS’ care?

I won shining star and class favorite in choir. I won the highest GPA
at the Waxahachie campus for four months in a row. I have been on
the A/B honor roll my entire life. I won “perfect attendance” awards
throughout my school career, until I had my first knee surgery in my
freshman year.

My junior year

What are your plans after
graduation?
My plans are to get into the
field of psychology. I plan to
obtain my social work degree
first, then as a back-up, I’ll
work as a nurse.

Are you currently
employed or were you
employed in the past?
I worked at Sonic. I was the crew manager as well as a car hop. I
loved that every day I was making new friends.

Are you involved in sports or other extracurricular
activities at school?
I’m involved with HOSA (for future health professionals), clinical
rotations, Fellowship of Christian Athletes and choir.

What are your interests outside of school?
I went on the PCHAS Padre Island mission trip. I love to sing, dance
and ride horses. I LOVE cleaning.

What are you known for?
I am caring, open-minded and optimistic. I am amazing at
organizing.

What is one of your favorite memories from your time
with PCHAS?
The day after my knee surgery I tried to walk down to the pool on
my crutches and every time I came to swim after that, everyone
checked to see if I was okay.

What/who will you miss the most when you leave?
I will miss Kyle Mitchell, Program Director - Itasca and
Waxahachie Campuses, because every time he sees me, no matter
how long it’s been or what kind of mood I’m in, he always finds a
way to make me smile.

What else is interesting about you that you think we
should know? I am a strong, courageous woman willing to give
anything for the people I love. My favorite thing in the world: the
family that I have made here at PCHAS.

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services From the Heart
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Gayle Jordan
Former PCHAS Group Home Resident
By Margaret Barry

A Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services staff member recently
discovered a letter from Gayle Jordan, a former Group Home
resident (from 1976 to 1980) and current PCHAS staff member.

encourages them to attend college or trade school, helps them
apply for financial assistance and helps them navigate the higher
education system.

I want to take the time to express my appreciation for the Home and to
all of the staff. I realize now how much I learned from the experience of
living with other girls and with our Home Parents.

The students feel a close connection to Gayle, partly because she
was also raised in PCHAS’ care. She understands them and the
struggles they are going through. Many of them say that it was
PCHAS’ financial aid that made it possible for them to consider
pursuing higher education, but it was the emotional support and
guidance provided by Gayle that made it possible for them to
succeed. If students are not interested in going to college, Gayle will
discuss other options (like trade school) with them. “I consider the
students’ personal goals, and I hope that attending college is one of
them, but I don’t push it on anybody,” says Gayle.

One of the greatest opportunities that the Home offered me was the
chance to extend my education by attending the college of my choice.
I received great support; my counselor always made me feel as though
she believed in me and all of my ideas and the decisions I made. The
one decision that was not discussed in depth was when I decided to
discontinue my college education after two-and-a-half long, hard years
of work.
I met a young man and, after one year of dating, married him. I do not
regret the marriage in any way, as it has been successful and fulfilling.
However, I am sorry that a PCHAS staff member did not share with
me the importance of continuing my education. I wanted so much
to complete my education, but when I agreed to marry, it seemed so
simple to quit college. I am very thankful for the staff, but I would like
to see the Home become more involved in a goal-oriented structure
for the children of high school age. It would be of great benefit to the
young adults.
P.S. By the way, I have been very happily married for seven years now
and have three beautiful children.
Fast-forward to the Present:
Gayle has been married for 34 years and has four grandchildren! She
earned a Master’s degree in education and is also a trained Certified
School Counselor. She now works for PCHAS as the Advanced
Education and Support Services Coordinator doing exactly what
she said she would have liked to have had as a high school student
in PCHAS’ care – a counselor who would have pushed her to work
hard and make good, informed decisions, like going to college and
staying in college.
Gayle counsels PCHAS high school students, helping them define
their educational goals and develop a goal-oriented plan. She
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After the students are accepted into college, she helps them move
into their dorm rooms and continues to guide them, as needed, as
long as they wish. Former Group Home residents can return to Gayle
for help and advice at any time – no matter how many years have
passed since they left our care.
PCHAS is blessed to have Gayle, and the other members of
PCHAS’ education team; her supervisor, Virginia Knight, Director
of Education; and her colleague Shirley Anthony, Educational
Coordinator, MS, LPC (Master of Science, Licensed Professional
Counselor).
To read more about PCHAS’ education team, Gayle, Virginia
Knight and Shirley Anthony, please visit the following links
texas.pchas.org/2014/06/05/pchas-staff-profile-gayle-jordan/
texas.pchas.org/2016/05/24/a-passion-for-education/
texas.pchas.org/2015/07/07/shirley-anthony-educationalcoordinator/
Editor’s Note: If you are a former PCHAS Group Home resident
and would like to learn more about services offered through our
Education Program, including ongoing support services, please
contact Gayle at: gayle.jordan@pchas.org or call 972.937.1319

Memorial Prayer Garden
On PCHAS’ Group Home
Campus in Itasca
By Margaret Barry

Announcing
the creation
of a Memorial
Prayer Garden
on PCHAS’
Group Home
Campus in
Itasca!
A new Memorial Prayer Garden will soon be built on PCHAS’ Itasca
Group Home Campus. The idea of building a Memorial Prayer
Garden emanated from the 2016 Itasca Exes Reunion Weekend,
where informal conversations among alumni crystallized into the
idea of building a peaceful place where former students, who have
passed away, could be remembered.

The planter placed in the middle of the garden reminds us that our
students (past and present) are seeds planted in good soil, and as
such, they flourish. Two benches will be placed around the planter
for visitors to rest and experience the presence of the Holy Spirit.
If you would like to make a donation to help build the Memorial
Prayer Garden, please donate online at giving.pchas.org or send a
check to P.O. Box 140888 Austin, TX 78714-9981. If you are making
a donation of $300 or more, we would be pleased to engrave a brick
in memory of, or in honor of, a loved one.

The design of the Memorial Prayer Garden takes the shape of a cross,
reminding us of God’s love through Jesus. The bricks, which remind
us of our common journey to understanding God’s plan for our lives,
may be engraved with the donor’s name or the name of a loved one.

Here’s an Idea:

Give a gift to PCHAS in Honor
of Mother’s Day or Father’s Day!
By Margaret Barry

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day are tough days for many of the
children in our care. PCHAS makes every attempt to reunite the
children with a family member, but this is not always possible.
For those who are not able to visit a family member, Mother’s Day
(May 14) and Father’s Day (June 18) are intentionally filled with
special activities. Our staff does everything they can to help the
children cope with their feelings.

To help these children and families, have you considered making
a gift to PCHAS in honor of your mother and/or father? When we
receive your gift we would be pleased to send a card to the person
you have honored.
You can make a donation online at giving.pchas.org or send a
check to P.O. Box 140888 Austin, TX 78714-9981. Thank you for
your support! We could not do the work we do without you.

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services From the Heart
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Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services is
a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All gifts are
tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
We do not render professional tax advice. Each
person should consult a professional advisor.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Are you receiving duplicate mailings?
Do you no longer wish to be included on our
mailing list?
Contact us:

1.800.888.1904
info@pchas.org
PCHAS Central Office
5920 W. William Cannon Drive,
Bldg 3 - Suite 100, Austin, TX 78749
Be sure to include your complete name and address.

Connect with PCHAS

texas.pchas.org

Pregnant and need help?

PCHAS PROVIDES:
• Confidentiality
• A safe, judgment-free zone
• Financial assistance (for those who need it)
• Medical care and other expenses
• Counseling
• Legal assistance and proper
process under Texas Law
• Openness

PCHAS is #BIRTHMOMSTRONG
PCHAS has been providing a safe place for
children and families since 1903.

SAFE. RELIABLE. CONFIDENTIAL.
VISIT US AT ADOPTION.PCHAS.ORG
OR CONTACT US AT:
800.888.1904 | info@pchas.org

You’re Invited!
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services cordially
invites you to attend one of these upcoming events:

May 3rd: Fort Worth Luncheon

Contact Ginny Lynch,
Ginny.Lynch@pchas.org; 972.896.5318

May 11th: Houston Luncheon

Contact Sarah Cleary,
Sarah.Cleary@pchas.org; 512.731.2571

June 6th: Corsicana Luncheon
Contact Sara Newell,
Sara.Newell@pchas.org; 417.576.0124

October 5th: Austin Luncheon

Contact Allison Harris,
Allison.Harris@pchas.org; 512.922.1683

November 1st: Dallas Luncheon
Contact Sara Newell,
Sara.Newell@pchas.org; 417.576.0124

