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Lucy’s Story

Lucy’s Story

A juvenile probation officer reached out to Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services for help with a 13-year-old girl, Lucy, who simply
refused to go to school. Lucy’s mother’s untreated mental illness
made life very difficult for Lucy and her four younger siblings. When
the school bus arrived to pick up the children, Lucy’s mother would
come out of the house and scream as the bus was leaving—with all
the other students watching. At home, Lucy bore the brunt of her
mother’s verbal and physical abuse. Lucy attempted suicide five
times. When she moved into one of our Group Homes, slowly but
surely, Lucy began to heal, to open up and to grow more confident.
At age 14, Lucy’s Group Home family threw her a party—the first
birthday party she’d had in her entire life. Sometimes the simplest
expressions of love can make a big difference in a child’s life.
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Established in 1903, Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services of Texas
and Louisiana provides Christ-centered care and support to children and
families in need. Its four-star ranking from Charity Navigator is the highest
possible ranking this agency bestows. In 2013, PCHAS of Texas and
Louisiana and St. Louis-based Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
of Missouri formed the PCHAS Network to collectively serve 6,700 at-risk
children and families in Texas, Missouri and Louisiana.
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PCHAS of Texas and Louisiana’s six programs offer a continuum of care.
These programs include:
• Group Homes		
• Child and Family
• Foster Care			
• Education
• Adoption			
• Single Parent Residential
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In 2012, our ministry:
• provided homes to 134 children through our
Group Homes
• found “forever families” for 17 children
through Adoption Services
• found loving homes for 284 children through
Foster Care or Adoption
• helped 2,321 children and 1,064 families
through our Child and Family program, a
unique family preservation program
• served 63 Group Home residents and 60
former Group Home residents in our
education program
• lifted up 36 children and 21 families in our
Single Parent Residential program
• assessed 538 children through our Clinical
Assessment team
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Altogether PCHAS of Texas and Louisiana’s programs help more than
4,500 children and families each year.
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