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In this issue, we celebrate our graduating seniors who are headed
to college in the fall! You’ll read about where they are going and
their plans for the future. We also give thanks to you and to God for
enabling us to offer them a future with hope.
Sean
College: Texas State Technical College
(major: culinary arts)
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Designer
Photography:
Melinda Helt
Cheryl Johnston

Hats Off to This Year’s High School Grads!

Gayle Jordan
Jamie Taylor

Favorite Hobbies: Working, going
to church and participating in church
youth group activities
Sean came to PCHAS’ Group Home in
Austin when he was 15. He graduated
from Bowie High School, where he
focused on the culinary arts. In high
school, the students in his “advisory”
voted Sean “Most Outgoing.” He’s

known for being honest and he says
he gets along with just about everyone
he meets. He says he has made many
wonderful friends at school. Sean
is very involved in his church youth
group, and has gone on many trips
with them, including a mission trip to
Guatemala. His favorite memory from
his time with PCHAS: a trip to Disney
World with the other kids in the Home.
Sean says when he goes away to
college he’ll miss his friends at school
and in his youth group.
Continued on page 2 
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A message from the president Ed Knight

PCHAS President, Dr. Ed Knight, with residents of the Austin Group Homes

You are going to love reading about
our 2013 high school graduates. These
are really interesting young people
to know and, as you will see, each
one is a high achiever. However, I
don’t mind sharing with you that my

anxiety and concern for each young
person goes up markedly when they
move out of our Group Homes. Every
parent whose children have grown up
and left home knows that feeling. But
when childhood trauma is a part of

one’s past, moving out of the safe and
nurturing place that helped you heal
often brings back feelings of vulnerability. The self-confidence that has
developed over the last several years
can be seriously challenged. That’s
why Gayle Jordan, our Coordinator of
Advanced Education, will continue to
be a resource to these young adults as
they make their way into and through
the next stages of their life. But we’d
like your help as well. Please join me
in praying for their continued success
and most of all for their sense of
self-worth and confidence.

Continued from cover

Tiffany
College: The University of Texas at
Dallas (major: Arts and Technology)
Favorite Hobbies: Making art, playing
guitar, writing songs and reading
Tiffany came
to PCHAS’
Group Home in
Waxahachie at
the age of 10.
She graduated
from Global
High School and will be attending
The University of Texas at Dallas in
the fall. Tiffany has been awarded
two scholarships – one from the
University of Texas at Dallas; the other
from the Terry Foundation. Both are
prestigious scholarships that are
based on academic achievement.
Terry Scholars must also be engaged
in community service and have
superlative leadership skills. The
Terry Scholars program is especially
competitive. More than 100 students
apply; 50 are selected for interviews
and only 25 receive scholarships.
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Tiffany plans to major in Arts and
Technology, and hopes to use her
degree to create artwork for video
games and movies. “It’s always been
my dream to be the type of artist who
works alongside game and movie
designers. That way we can make sure
that the artwork truly flows with the
message of the game or movie,” she
said. It’s no wonder Tiffany’s future
plans involve the combination of art
and technology. An accomplished
artist, she was also hand-picked to
be a member of her high school’s
engineering honor society. While
achieving great things in high school,
Tiffany also works as a newsroom
intern at the Waxahachie Daily Light
newspaper, where she gains valuable
work experience and uses her skills as
an artist. She was chosen the “Student
of the Month” during her sophomore
and junior years in high school, and
won many awards for her participation
in band and choir. Tiffany says she
appreciates the support she has
received from PCHAS staff members.
“I’ll hold the connections I’ve made
during my time at PCHAS close to me.
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That’s what I value most – the people
who have taught me, cared about me
and loved me,” she said. “They will be
my ‘family’ as I go off to college.”

Keri
College: The University of North Texas
Favorite Hobbies: Dancing, drawing,
sleeping and shopping
Keri came
to PCHAS’
Waxahachie
campus was
she was 9. She
graduated from
Waxahachie
High School, devoting her time to
her two passions, band and color
guard. She participated in many
competitions, and the band and color
guard consistently finished among
the top bands and color guards in the
state. Keri’s favorite memories from
her time with PCHAS are going to the
state marching band competition
and going on a ski trip with the
Waxahachie band.

Joel

Aletha

Andrew

College: The University of Texas at Tyler
(major: Mechanical Engineering)

College: Tarleton State University
(major: English)

College: Navarro College
(major: Radiology)

Favorite Hobbies: Working, going to
church and attending youth group
activities

Favorite Hobbies: Watching movies,
learning to play guitar, cooking,
writing, music and reading

Favorite Hobbies: Playing football
and basketball, running, cooking and
hanging out with friends

Joel moved
to PCHAS’
Group Home in
Waxahachie at
the age of 13.
During high
school, he was
a member of the cross country and
soccer teams. He won two medals with
the varsity cross-country team and
also qualified (twice) for the regional
cross-country competition. Outside
of school, Joel worked as a server and
host at a local restaurant, something
he enjoys because he has made many
friends in his time working there. He
is also involved with his church youth
group. Joel is known among his friends
for being “smart, hardworking, and last
but not least, being hilarious.” Joel says
the thing that he will miss most about
his time with PCHAS is his best friend
Andrew, who has been with him since
he moved to the Group Home.

Aletha came
to PCHAS’
Group Home
in Waxahachie
at the age of
9. During high
school, she was
vice president of the Texas Association
of Future Educators. She plans to
earn her ESL (English as a Second
Language) and teaching certifications
while majoring in English at Tarleton
State University. Aletha says she is
known for her singing capabilities, her
cooking skills and for being herself.
One of the things that she will miss
most about her time with PCHAS is
camping with her Group Home family.
She will also miss the friends she has
made and become close to during her
time in the Home.

Andrew came
to PCHAS’
Group Home
in Waxahachie
at the age of
11. During
high school, he
earned “Student of the Month” and
“Perfect Attendance” awards. He works
part-time at Taco Bell. Andrew says
that he is known among his friends for
being “blunt, outgoing, playful, caring,
loyal, hardworking, confident and
smart.” His favorite memory from his
time with PCHAS is playing with the
other kids at the Waxahachie campus.
The person he will miss the most is his
best friend Joel.

Kera
College: The University of North Texas
(major: Criminal Justice)
Favorite Hobbies: Playing paintball
and hanging out with friends
Kera came to
PCHAS’ Group
Home in
Waxahachie at
the age of 15. She
will be attending
The University
of North Texas in the fall. Kera has
gained valuable experience working
at Target and Starbucks. She says she
is best known for being strong-willed
and funny. The things she will miss
most about her time with PCHAS are
camping and spending time with her
friends in the Group Home.

Beruke
College: Tyler Junior College
(major: Criminal Justice, Forensics)
Favorite Hobbies: Playing basketball
Beruke came to
PCHAS’ Group
Home in Itasca
at the age of
10 and later
transferred to
the Waxahachie
campus. During high school, she was
involved in lots of activities, including
basketball, cross-country, track, band
and choir. She was named “Ms. CrossCountry,” “Ms. Basketball,” “Ms. Track,”
and qualified for regional competitions
four times – twice for cross-country
and twice for track. The thing she will
miss most about her time with PCHAS
is hanging out with the other kids at
the home and the many friends she
has made there.

Anna
College: Navarro College
(major: Nursing)
Favorite Hobbies: Reading, talking
on the phone and hanging out with
friends and family
Anna came
to PCHAS’
Waxahachie
campus at age
16. The
Valedictorian
of Phoenix
High School (the charter school on
the campus), she took college courses
while still in high school and also
earned a CNA Certification (Certified
Nurse Assistant). Anna is actively
involved with her church youth group.
She is known by her friends for being
kind, compassionate and for always
being there when they need her. Her
favorite memory from her time with
PCHAS is spending time with her Group
Home family; she says she will miss
everyone on campus after she leaves.
Continued
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Continued from page 3

Isiah

College: Texas State Technical College
(major: Aircraft Pilot Training)
Favorite Hobbies: Flying, football,
baseball, gaga ball, working
Isiah came to
PCHAS’ Group
Home in
Waxahachie at
the age of 15. He
was involved in
many different
organizations while in high school.
He was the vice president of the Leo
Club, a drama-tech for the theater
department and a member of the
Interact and Bowling clubs. Despite
his many extracurricular activities,
Isiah maintained a perfect attendance
record and was on the A-B Honor
Roll. He works for Southern Aviation
at Waxahachie’s Midway Airport and
plans to obtain his pilot’s license. He
hopes to eventually fly commercial

planes. Isiah says he is known for
his love of flying, being funny, being
fun to be around and being a good
listener. One of his favorite memories
of his time at PCHAS is going on
mission trips with Pines Presbyterian
Church in Houston. He says that most
of all he’ll miss his brothers and his
close friends at the Group Home.

Stephanie
College: Blinn College
Favorite Hobbies: Stephanie says her
senior year has been “super busy,” so
when she’s not working or studying,
she just tries to relax and listens to
music.
Stephanie came to PCHAS Group
Home in San Antonio when she was
14. In high school, she worked as
a student athletic trainer. Training
student athletes and attending their
sporting events consumed a lot of her
time and energy, but she also found

time to compete
in Latin
competitions.
She is a
member of the
National Latin
Honor Society.
Stephanie won several awards for her
facility with that complex, ancient
language, and was on the honor roll
at school. This busy grad also found
time to work at a Christian book
store. She says she enjoys working
with other Christians at the store
who share her beliefs. Stephanie will
attend Blinn College in the fall, and
hopes to eventually transfer to Texas
A&M University. When she graduates
from A&M, she wants to become
a professional athletic trainer. Her
favorite memory from her time with
PCHAS? Attending Christmas parties at
the Home. The thing she will miss the
most when she goes away to college?
Her Group Home “siblings”.

PCHAS of Missouri

Presbyterian Agencies Form Network to Collectively Serve 6,700 At-Risk Children and Families
In February, Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services and St.
Louis-based Children’s Foundation
of Mid-America (CFMA), a non-profit
social service organization with strong
Presbyterian roots, formed a network
that serves 6,700 children each year.
CFMA’s Board of Trustees elected to
do business as Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services of Missouri and
have adopted the same mission
statement: “To provide Christ-centered
care and support for children and
families in need.” The two agencies
have not merged; each agency has its
own budget, Board of Trustees (PCHAS
president and CEO Ed Knight will serve
as president of the Missouri board).
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“We want to make the world a better
place for as many needy children and
families as possible,” said Knight. “We
are very excited about affiliating with
another well-respected Presbyterian
organization. Thousands of children
and families are in critical need of the
services we provide.”

Robert Geigling and the Rev. Peter D. Crouch

The network, known as Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services of Texas,
Missouri and Louisiana, has a shared
executive management team, but each
agency’s program staff is managed
independently.
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Executive Director of PCHAS of Missouri Robert Geigling is also enthusiastic about the affiliation. “Each child
deserves the opportunity to receive
the help he or she needs to achieve a
better future,” he said. “Together as part
of the PCHAS network, we will be able
to provide hope and healing to more
children than ever before.”

PCHAS Staff PRofile

Pam Crawford, Child and Family Program Supervisor

Perhaps the more difficult moments in
our lives carry enough weight to propel
us toward a better version of ourselves:
to rise above pain, push social limits
and advocate for others out of deep
compassion that can only come from
true empathy.
For Pam Crawford (Baylor University,
Master of Social Work ’03), it wasn’t
schoolyard taunting that ultimately
opened her eyes to the needs around
her; it was the aching sorrow of not
having been able to bear children.
“Through that pain and trial in my life,
God developed my compassion for
others and my calling in social work,”
Pam recalled.
But joy also played a transformative
role in the journey toward her vocation.
Adopted as an infant, Pam was raised
by loving, nurturing parents. Passing on
that life-changing legacy, Pam and her
husband brought home their adopted

infant son 25 years (to the day!) after
Pam was brought home by her own
adoptive parents.
Despite this fulfillment, however,
she never took for granted the fact
that there were children and families in
need of care and intervention in
her own community, the town of
Corsicana, Texas.
At the age of 47, Pam courageously
began a new chapter of her life. She
accepted a position with Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS)
and enrolled in Baylor’s Master of Social
Work program.
Less than a year later, Pam had already
launched PCHAS’ Child and Family
Program and established the Child
Advocacy Center of Navarro County,
not to mention numerous other
community development projects that
are currently in process because of her
leadership.

“It’s about seeing people regain hope,”
Pam said of her daily quest to guide
broken families toward wholeness and
healing.
Access to the services of a professional
social worker outside of a metropolis
can be hard to come by. But Pam
recognized that the need to protect
vulnerable children and restore families
is just as real in smaller towns—like
Corsicana—as it is in big cities.
Today she oversees social workers in
six PCHAS locations across Texas, while
lending her practical expertise to Baylor’s School of Social Work classrooms
each semester, carefully preparing the
next generation who will act as agents
of change on behalf of children, their
families and our future.
--Article and photo courtesy of
Baylor School of Social Work’s
alumni magazine
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Former Group Home Resident Finds

Safe Haven with PCHAS
After suffering sexual abuse from both her biological father and adoptive grandfather, Brittnay found a
safe haven in a Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services Group Home. She is now a student at Austin
College, where she is majoring in education. Here is her story, which she shared at an event for prospective
PCHAS donors:
Since I was asked to speak at this event, I have written, rewritten, scrapped, trashed, and deleted so many versions of what
I wanted to say. The things I want to tell you mean so much
to me that sharing them in seven minutes doesn’t seem like
enough. It would take a lifetime to explain what Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services means to me. I have decided
to try anyway. I need you to understand that PCHAS saved
my life. PCHAS gave me choices, dignity, respect and a safe
haven. PCHAS gave me a home where I wouldn’t be exploited,
where I could pick up the fragile and shattered pieces of my
existence and try to make something of myself.
I was born into a sexually, verbally and emotionally abusive
family. At the age of five, my brother quit school to stay home
and protect me. My aunt called Child Protective Services
on my mother and father that same year. My father fled the
country and my mother went to prison. My brother and I
were foisted upon an overcrowded, overwhelmed foster care
system. Our lives followed the usual pace of moving from
home to home, packing our little black trash bags with our
meager possessions. After several years of being passed over
and passed around, we thought that we had hit the jackpot
when we found out there was a family who wanted to adopt
us. We had a readymade family with brothers, sisters, uncles,
aunts, and cousins.
It started really well. Our adoptive parents told us to call
them mom and dad if we wanted to -- or by their names if
that was more comfortable. They took us on vacations and
celebrated our birthdays. We joined soccer teams and went to

therapy. We thought, “This is how it’s supposed to be.” After a
while, we felt like we had always been part of their family. We
called them Mom and Dad, and we found our place. It was a
dream — until that one day when it shattered. The one day
where I was standing outside with my adopted grandfather
and he began to sexually abuse me. I was mortified, appalled;
but I detached myself from the situation. I didn’t tell anyone.
I didn’t want to be moved again. But my parents found out
anyway; and instead of protecting me and fighting for me, I
woke up one morning to find myself being shipped off. They
said that I was lying and making things up. And they didn’t
want me anymore.
My adoptive parents didn’t want to terminate the adoption
but they didn’t want to keep me either. The foster care social
worker couldn’t find a place to put me for a while because
so many homes wanted me to make regular visits with my
parents. But PCHAS took a chance on me. The PCHAS staff sat
me down away from my adoptive parents, asked me what
happened and told me that I could live in a PCHAS Group
Home if I wanted to. The staff never doubted my word; they
never said I was lying; they accepted me. I arrived terrified,
manipulative, full of hate and full of hurt, but the staff made a
difference by listening to me. So I moved into the Home.
The next five years of my life were amazing. I finally found a
place to belong, to call my own. I finally knew who I was and
who I wanted to be. PCHAS did so much more than clothe me,
feed me and send me to school. The PCHAS staff helped me
discover myself.

Brittnay is spending the summer of 2013 studying abraod as part of her
education at Austin College. In her own words: I am living in Viña del Mar and
attending the Pontifica Universidad Catolica Valparaiso y Universidad Tecnica
Federico Santa Maria. I am studying mostly Spanish, with a focus on Chilean
history, literature, and culture. I am also teaching English and computer classes
to children with Autism. Being in Chile has helped me understand more about
myself, the history of U.S. involvement in Latin America, and the idea that we
are all interrelated and can work together to create a better world if we took
the time to understand each other. Photos: this page: Brittnay rock climbing;
opposite page: taking in the neighborhood view.
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I was recently asked to write a poem titled “I am from...” in
which I was asked to write about the values, ideas, family and
places that I come from. I would like to share a little of that
with you:

I am from...
I am from everywhere and nowhere
having nothing to call my own.
Moving from place to place.
I am from many parents
who gave me life lessons
that have helped me get here.
I am from the best brother in the world
who always takes care of me
and makes the darkness go away.
I am from baking yummy treats
For everyone.....just because.
I am from Sam
who calls me Junior
Because I am the kid she never had.
I am from Adam and Jennifer
who laugh at my seriousness
over trivial things.
I am from Lynn and Jack
who taught me classical music
and to always use pencil on my crossword puzzles.
I am from greens, pinks and yellows
that radiate through my smile.
Spreading cheer wherever I go.
I wouldn’t change anything about where I am from because
I turned out to be one of the most blessed, luckiest kids on
the planet.

SUCCESS
by Nicholas

This is a matter of trust
not respect
but if you want me to prove it
put me to the test
see I’m not a quitter
I’m a go getter
I don’t need help from nobody
so delete the babysitter
I’m a achiever
I’m a believer
no more class clown or teaser
I’m on top
I’m an educational leader
people say I’m too hood
people say I roll with the gangsters
but I’m going to make it to where I want
and get my master’s
see you can’t tie me down
you can’t hold me back
I’m like a lion after a gazelle
just ready to attack
so in the future
you’ll see me
but not on the corner
I’ll be in a university passing
getting my honors.
Nick is a 16-year-old
freshman who lives
in our Davis Memorial
Group Home. When
he’s not writing
poetry, he enjoys
playing basketball
with his friends.
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Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services is a
501(c)3 charitable organization. All gifts are tax
deductible to the fullest extent of the law. We do
not render professional tax advice. Each person
should consult a professional advisor.
Are you receiving duplicate mailings or no
longer wish to be included on our mailing list?
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Call: 1.800.888.1904
email: info@pchas.org
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Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
Development Office
4407 Bee Cave Road, Suite 520
Austin, TX 78746
Be sure to include your complete name and address.

Connect with PCHAS

For sound financial management
and transparency, PCHAS has earned
a four-star rating from Charity
Navigator, the highest ranking the
non-profit organization bestows.

You’re Invited!

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services cordially invites you to attend
these exciting events this fall:

Bradley Home House Blessing

In March, PCHAS held a ribbon-cutting and House Blessing ceremony to celebrate the
opening of the Bradley Home, a new Group Home for children on the Itasca campus.
The new home is named after the project’s chief contributor, Billye Bradley. Other
donors to the home are honored by plaques throughout the house. “We are so grateful
for the support of all of our contributors,” said The Rev. Chuck Mendenhall, PCHAS
Senior Development Officer. “We are proud to put donors’ names on the doors, the
porch, and other areas of the house. The children see those names and it shows them
that people care for them; and they know that those people are standing behind them;
and that’s very important.” Pictured at the ribbon-cutting: Ken Slack, Sheila Liu, PCHAS
President and CEO Ed Knight, Jeff Bradley, PCHAS Vice President for Development The
Rev. Peter D. Crouch, Billye Bradley, Mildred Cammack and Diane Barnes.

Sept. 8
San Antonio Back to School BBQ

RSVP to Signe Fredrickson at 210.618.7067
or signe.fredrickson@pchas.org

Sept. 15
Austin Back to School BBQ

RSVP to Tiffany Ritter at 512.476.1234
or tiffany.ritter@pchas.org

Nov. 6
Dallas Luncheon

RSVP to Donna Lujan at 512.476.1234
ext. 12 or donna.lujan@pchas.org

